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Text Captions: Georgia State University Library  

 

Online Tutorial:  

PsycINFO Thesaurus  

 

1. Navigation buttons appear at the bottom of the screen so you may fast -

forward, rewind, pause, or exit the tutorial.  

 

 

 

 

 

2. Information screens will guide you through the tutorial. Blue screens will 

indicate that you should take some action (like clicking); yellow screens will 

provide information for you.  
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Text Captions: Learning Objectives:  

 

At the end of this module, you should be able to:  

 

1. Describe the importance of using a thesaurus for searching 

 

2. Identify the parts of a thesaurus entry  

 

3. Integrate thesaurus terms into a search  
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Text Captions: What is a thesaurus?  

 

A thesaurus is an alphabetical list of terms used in an index or database like 

PsycINFO.  It points out relationships among terms, such as synonyms, related 

terms, broader terms, and/or narrower terms.  

 

 

 



Using the PsycINFO Thesaurus   

An online tutorial on using the Psyinfo Database 

Georgia State University Library 

Page 4 of 16  

 

Slide 4  

Text Captions: Why should I use a thesaurus?  

 

Use of a thesaurus in a discipline like psychology is important because the 

language you might think of to describe a concept isnõt necessarily the technical 

terminology that psychologists use.  

 

For instance you might be doing research on circadian rhythm s and probably 

wouldnõt think to search for human biological rhythms, the term PsycINFO 

indexers use.  
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Text Captions: To begin a thesaurus search, click on Advanced Search in 

PsycINFO, as follows...  
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Text Captions: Click on the box marked "Suggest Subject Terms," as follows.  
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Text Captions: You read the article on teen pregnancy and academic failure in 

your workbook and want to find more articles on teen pregnancy.  

 

Type teen pregnancy in the Browse for: box, as follows...  

Type "teen pregnancy" in the search box, as follows.  
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Text Captions: Now it's your turn! Click the search button.  

 

 

 


