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Slide 1 

Text Captions: Georgia State University Library  

 

Online Tutorial:  

Scholarly vs. Popular Journals  

1. Navigation buttons appear at the bottom of the screen so you may fast -forward, rewind, 

pause, or exit the tutorial.  

2. Information screens will guide you through the tutorial. Blue screens will indicate that you 

should take some action (like clicking); yellow screens will provide information for you.  

 

3. At the end of the tutorial there is a quiz so you can apply what you have learned. A screen 

will appear immediately before the quiz to let you know when the quiz will begin.  
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Text Captions: Learning Objectives:  

 

After completing this module you should be able to:  

1.  Recognize the characteristics of a popular  magazine 

 

2.  Recognize the characteristics of a scholarly journal  

 

3.  Understand the definition of peer review  
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Text Captions: Periodical is a term used to describe any publication that is published multiple 

times (periodically).  

 

 

 



Scholarly vs. Popular Journals  

An online tutorial 

Georgia State University Library 

Page 4 of 19    November 26, 2008  

 

Slide 4  

Text Captions: Examples of periodicals include popular magazines, scholarly journals and 

newspapers. 
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Text Captions: It is important to understand the difference between a popular and a scholarly 

periodical.  

 

When you are doing research, most of your sources should be scholarly.  
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Text Captions: Scholarly journal articles are also known as peer -reviewed or refereed 

articles.   

 

Peer review is a process where the editor of a publication sends copies of a submitted article 

to experts in the field for their judgment on whether the article is sound and should be 

published as is, changed, or rejected.   

 

Publications that use the peer -review process are called scholarly, refereed , or  peer -reviewed 

journals.  
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Text Captions: The rest of this tutorial will show examples of a popular magazine and a 

scholarly journal.  

 

Pay attention to the differences so you will be able to  distinguish between a popular magazine 

and a scholarly journal.  
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Text Captions: This is an example of a popular magazine.  

Notice the cover has a color illustration and attention grabbing headlines.  
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Text Captions: No scholarly editorial board is listed.   

Journalists are the editors.  
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Text Captions: Articles are written by journalists with no special training in the field.  

Usually the byline gives only the name of the author.  
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Text Captions: The publication usually has advertising, color photographs, and glossy pages.  
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Text Captions: If you have a list of citations, look for these clues to determine if the article 

is popular. 

The length of the article - popular articles are usually short; less than 5 pages is a good 

indicator.  

No sources cited.  

How often the publication comes out.  Popular magazines usually have a daily or weekly 

publication date.  

 

 

 


